Course GS-08 SPANISH COLONIAL HERITAGE IN NORTH AMERICA
(45 horas lectivas)

Objectives

This course examines the weight, expand and reach of the Spanish
legacy in North America since the beginning of the Sixteenth to the first
decades of the Nineteenth Century. This historical process generated a
relevant and generally unknown heritage that has played a significant
role in fifteen of the present States of the Union in North America.
Subjects such as exploration and early settlements, intercourse between
the Spanish, other colonial nations and Indian North American
populations, Spanish missionary enterprises and the wurban
developments are included.

Methodology

Work in the classroom is based on debates, group assignments and
active participation. The assignments demand readings of different
materials. In addition, each student has to prepare a subject in the last
weeks in order to present it to his or her classmates. Students will be
taken to visit two outstanding institutions, such as the General Archives
of the Indies and the Pabellon de las Navegaciones

Syllabus

1) Spain and the making of a World power.

2) Exploration and early settlements in North America.

3) Establishment, expansion and retraction of the Spanish frontier.

3) Spanish missionaries, soldiers and traders: the relations with Indians
and the construction of a new society.

4) Urban development: the cases of San Agustin, Santa Fe and San
Antonio de Bexar.

Bibliography

AXTELL, James, Beyond 1492: encounters in colonial North America.
New York: Oxford University Press, 1992.

BENOIST, Howard and FLORES, Maria Eva, Documents Relating to the Old
Spanish Missions of Texas. San Antonio: Old Spanish Missions Historical
Research Library, Our Lady of the Lake University, 1994.

BOORSTIN, Daniel J., The Americans: the colonial experience. London:
Phoenix, 2000.



ELLIOT, J. H., Empires of the Atlantic World: Britain and Spain in America,
1492-1830. New Haven: Yale University Press, cop. 2006.

GIFFORDS, Gloria Fraser, Sanctuaries of earth, stone, and light: the
churches of northern New Spain, 1530-1821. Tucson: University of
Arizona Press, 2007.

KAMEN, Henry, Spain’s road to empire. The making of a world power
1492-1763. London: Penguin Group, 2003.

LIGHTFOOT, Kent G., Indians, missionaries, and merchants: the legacy of
Colonial encounters on the California frontiers. Berkeley [etc.]: University
of California Press, 2006.

NEWCOMB, Rexford, Spanish-colonial architecture in the United States.
New York Dover Publications, 1990.

PORTER, Charles R. Jr., Spanish Water, Anglo Water, Early development
in San Antonio. Austin, Texas A&M University Press, 2009.

QUESADA, Alejandro de, Spanish colonial fortifications in North America
1565-1822. Oxford: Osprey Military, 2010.

SANDOS, James A., Converting California: indians and franciscans in the
missions. New Haven & London: Yale University Press, [cop. 2004].

TEJA, Jesus de la, San Antonio de Béxar: a community on New Spain”s
Norther frontier. Alburquerque: The University of New Mexico Press,
1995.

WEBER, David J., The Spanish Frontier in North America. New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1992.

Assessment

Mid-term Exam: 30%
Final Exam: 30%

Essay: 25%

Active Participation: 15%



